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By a vote of 234 to 200, the US House of Representatives on Nov. 17 voted in favor of enabling
legislation allowing the Clinton administration to enact the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). The margin of victory for NAFTA was greater than anticipated. Only one week before
the vote, NAFTA opponents appeared to be securing enough votes to defeat the treaty. Ultimately,
however, President Bill Clinton prevailed in his campaign to assure passage, capped by a strong
last-minute lobbying effort consisting of a combination of personal phone calls and concessions to
key lawmakers. NAFTA enabling legislation must now go to the US and Mexican senates, where
the treaty is expected to easily gain approval during upcoming votes. According to a survey by the
Associated Press, 49 members of the US Senate solidly favor NAFTA, while 17 remain undecided.
A vote on NAFTA in the US Senate was expected by Saturday, Nov. 20. Meanwhile, Mexican
Senate leader Emilio Gonzalez told reporters the applicable legislation will probably reach that
legislative chamber on Friday, Nov. 19, with formal debate scheduled to begin on Monday, Nov.
22. Approval is virtually assured there, since the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
controls an overwhelming majority of seats. Mexican law requires only Senate approval for treaties
such as NAFTA, leaving the Chamber of Deputies out of the official debate. While NAFTA is
scheduled to be enacted on Jan. 1, 1994, there is still some uncertainty surrounding that date since
the newly-elected administration in Canada has not yet clarified its stance on implementation of the
treaty. Immediately after the election victory of the Liberal Party in October, Prime Minister Jean
Chretien said he would seek to reopen NAFTA negotiations for the sections dealing with energy,
subsidies and anti-dumping regulations. Chretien later told reporters that he would wait for the
outcome of the NAFTA vote in the US House of Representatives before spelling out the specific
action his administration plans to take. NAFTA was expected to be a major topic of discussion
during a meeting of Chretien and Clinton in Seattle on Nov. 18-19. Both leaders are attending
the meeting of the 15- nation Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum this week. The
Chretien administration has given some signals that it may be willing to reach an accommodation
on NAFTA. On Nov. 5, Chretien's Trade Minister Roy MacLaren told the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation his country's concerns could potentially be addressed without reopening or changing
the NAFTA text itself, perhaps under the framework of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT). "There are a lot of dimensions to pursue, and we are quite confident that we will get the
sort of agreement that we've been seeking," MacLaren said. As expected, the Salinas administration
reacted positively to the vote in the US House. In a televised address, President Carlos Salinas
de Gortari characterized the vote as a "rejection of the protectionist vision." Salinas described
NAFTA as a "good instrument" for building a better future for Mexico. The President also reassured
Mexicans they will have time to prepare for competition with US and Canadian companies, saying
the treaty's full impact will not be felt for years. In the US, President Clinton also described the
treaty as a building block. "NAFTA is a big step but just the first step in our effort to expand trade
and spark and economic revival here and around the world," Clinton told reporters after the vote.
However, NAFTA opponents in the US renewed their criticism of the treaty, again raising concern
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about the possibility of a massive transfer of US jobs to Mexico. "We cannot and must not expose
our workers and corporations to unfair competition," said House Majority Leader Richard Gephardt
(D-Missouri). In Canada, labor leader Bob White also raised concerns about Canadian job losses,
which could have been avoided with a treaty that helps improve conditions for workers in Mexico.
"The agreement was faulty because it contained no provision for social relief programs to improve
the living conditions for Mexican laborers," he said. (Sources: Notimex, Toronto Globe & Mail,
11/17/93; New York Times, 11/09/93, 11/17/93, 11/18/93; Reuter, Associated Press, 11/17/93, 11/18/93;
Deutsche Press Agentur, 11/18/93)
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